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How to Request a PLC Case: 
 
If you are interested in taking a case, 
please email the PLC staff member listed 
below each case.   If you have questions 
or need additional information, contact 
Peri Doshi-O’Neill at (714) 541-1010 ext. 
263 or pdoshioneill@publiclawcenter.org.  
 
 
 

Volunteer for Armory Clinics 

 
Each season, PLC staff and volunteers 
provide legal services to homeless 
individuals seeking shelter at the 
armories located in Santa Ana and 
Fullerton.  The shelters operate during 
the cold and wet weather season from 
end of November 2007 through mid-April 
2008.  Most issues concern areas such 
as housing, debtor relief, employment-
related matters, government entitlement 
programs and family law.  If you would 
like to volunteer, please contact Tracy 
Hermans at (714) 541-1010 ext. 292 or 
thermans@publiclawcenter.org.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

MICRO-BUSINESS  
 
Retrieval of Business & Personal 
Assets, PLC 07-1011396. 
Recently homeless client 
seeks attorney advice and 
counsel to retrieve 
personal and business 
assets.  Client operates a trucking 
business and while he was out of the 
area for two weeks, his son and daughter 
took business assets from the warehouse 
and pick-up trucks belonging to client and 
his business.  Although he has filed a 
police report, client wants to pursue civil 
rights and remedies.  POTENTIAL 
LITIGATION EXPERIENCE 
dtran@publiclawcenter.org  
 
 

NONPROFIT  
 
Employment, PLC TBA.
Nonprofit organization seeks advice 
regarding miscellaneous employment 
issues involving workers with medical 
conditions.  Organization provides 
services to seniors in Orange County.   
dtran@publiclawcenter.org  
 
 

HOMEOWNERSHIP 
 
Homeownership, PLC 07-1011818.
Clients are monolingual Spanish 
speakers who seek assistance in 
removing fraudulently obtained liens on 
their home.  Clients recently learned of 
two forged trust deeds on their property 

mailto:pdoshioneill@publiclawcenter.org
mailto:thermans@publiclawcenter.org
mailto:dtran@publiclawcenter.org?subject=Retrieval%20of%20Business%20&%20Personal%20Assets,%20PLC%2007-1011396
mailto:dtran@publiclawcenter.org?subject=Retrieval%20of%20Business%20&%20Personal%20Assets,%20PLC%2007-1011396
mailto:dtran@publiclawcenter.org
mailto:dtran@publiclawcenter.org?subject=Employment,%20PLC%20TBA.
mailto:dtran@publiclawcenter.org
mailto:gmcgaha@publiclawcenter.org?subject=Homeownership,%20PLC%2007-1011818.
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reflecting over $100,000 in loans.  PLC 
can provide an interpreter if necessary. 
gmcgaha@publiclawcenter.org
 
Homeownership/Trust Issue, PLC 07-
1011322. 
Senior with disabled wife was misled into 
placing home into irrevocable trust.  
Trustee has heavily encumbered the 
home and client is now in jeopardy of 
losing his home.  This case was referred 
to PLC by a law enforcement agency that 
is putting together a criminal case against 
the trustee.  Client was also induced to 
assist trustee in obtaining loans. 
gmcgaha@publiclawcenter.org
 
Homeowner Issue, PLC 07-1011317. 
Senior condo owners seek assistance in 
resolving a claim against their association 
for damage to interior of condo sustained 
as a result of defective plumbing.  
Association denies liability asserting that 
damages were due to negligence of 
owner leaving the condo vacant.  
gmcgaha@publiclawcenter.org
 
 

INDIVIDUAL RIGHTS 
 
Disclosure of HIV Status, PLC 06-

1010077.
HIV+ client sought medical 

treatment at the 
hospital for what 
appeared to be a 
work-related shoulder 

injury.  The hospital 
subsequently sent his 

employer a bill for treatment along with 
copies of all of the client’s medical 
documents, which unnecessarily and 
unlawfully disclosed his HIV status. 
 Client would like assistance filing a 
complaint against the hospital for 
disclosing HIV status without his consent. 
gmcgaha@publiclawcenter.org
 

Disclosure of HIV Status & 
Discrimination, PLC 07-1011283.
Client attended a dentist’s office and 
disclosed his HIV status on the initial 
paperwork.  After reviewing his 
paperwork, the dentist loudly asked him 
how he had acquired AIDS, thereby 
disclosing his status to other patients in 
the treatment area.  Then, without 
reviewing his x-rays or examining his 
teeth, she declined to provide him with 
assistance because she was “not 
qualified.”  Client was humiliated and 
immediately left the office.  Client has 
already filed a complaint with the Office 
on Civil Rights and would like a volunteer 
to negotiate with the dental office and file 
a lawsuit if necessary.   
gmcgaha@publiclawcenter.org
 
 

EMPLOYMENT 
 
Employment Benefits, PLC 06-
1008721.
Client is a monolingual Spanish-speaking 
senior citizen who worked for nearly two 
years as a truck driver until he had to quit 
his job because he was losing his vision. 
 While employed, he was enrolled in an 
employee stock ownership plan.  In early 
2007, he submitted a written claim for 
benefits, and a request for a statement of 
his total benefits, a copy of the plan 
description, and the plan’s recent financial 
report.  He has yet to receive a response 
from the plan, and all his phone calls to the 
plan have gone unanswered.  Client needs 
assistance reviewing the plan to ensure 
he's eligible in obtaining any benefits to 
which he's entitled.  PLC can provide an 
interpreter if necessary.  MAY OFFER 
LITIGATION EXPERIENCE 
gmcgaha@publiclawcenter.org
 
 
 
 

mailto:gmcgaha@publiclawcenter.org
mailto:gmcgaha@publiclawcenter.org?subject=Homeownership/Trust%20Issue,%20PLC%2007-1011322.%20
mailto:gmcgaha@publiclawcenter.org?subject=Homeownership/Trust%20Issue,%20PLC%2007-1011322.%20
mailto:gmcgaha@publiclawcenter.org
mailto:gmcgaha@publiclawcenter.org?subject=Homeowner%20Issue,%20PLC%2007-1011317.%20
mailto:gmcgaha@publiclawcenter.org
mailto:gmcgaha@publiclawcenter.org?subject=Disclosure%20of%20HIV%20Status,%20PLC%2006-1010077.
mailto:gmcgaha@publiclawcenter.org?subject=Disclosure%20of%20HIV%20Status,%20PLC%2006-1010077.
mailto:gmcgaha@publiclawcenter.org
mailto:gmcgaha@publiclawcenter.org?subject=Disclosure%20of%20HIV%20Status%20&%20Discrimination,%20PLC%2007-1011283.
mailto:gmcgaha@publiclawcenter.org?subject=Disclosure%20of%20HIV%20Status%20&%20Discrimination,%20PLC%2007-1011283.
mailto:gmcgaha@publiclawcenter.org
mailto:gmcgaha@publiclawcenter.org?subject=Employment%20Benefits,%20PLC%2006-1008721.
mailto:gmcgaha@publiclawcenter.org?subject=Employment%20Benefits,%20PLC%2006-1008721.
mailto:gmcgaha@publiclawcenter.org
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WORKERS COMPENSATION 
 
Workers Compensation, PLC 07-
1010532.
Client is a Vietnamese-speaking man with 
some English-speaking proficiency, who 
seeks assistance reviewing and finalizing 
his worker’s compensation settlement 
agreement.  Client needs to establish a 
self-administered set-aside for Medicare 
purposes, but the amount of the 
settlement may not be sufficient due to 
his ongoing disability.  Because of the 
stage of his claim and the smaller amount 
of the current proposed settlement, he 
cannot obtain a private attorney to assist 
him.  Client is anxious to resolve the 
matter since he continues to have health 
problems and is unable to work, leaving 
his wife to support him and their two 
children.  PLC can provide an interpreter 
if necessary. 
gmcgaha@publiclawcenter.org  
 
 

CONSUMER 
 
Contracts/Car Repossession, PLC 07-
1011386.
Client’s car was 
repossessed due to a 
bank error.  In 2004, she 
purchased a new car 
and financed it through 
a bank.  Client was 
prompt with her monthly 
payments.  Yet, the bank repossessed 
her car in January 2007 because they 
stated she committed fraud by using 
another person’s social security number.  
Client believes that the bank has 
confused her identity with another 
person. Client would like all of the money 
that she had paid for the repossessed car 
returned to her. 
qtu@publiclawcenter.org  
 
 
 

Collections, PLC 07-1011618.
Client is involved with a collections 
dispute with her former landlord. She 
terminated a one year lease with her 
former landlord one month early out of 
fear of a neighbor in her apartment 
complex that harassed her and is also 
believed to be a drug dealer.  After her 
landlord failed to act on her concerns, she 
terminated her lease early and requested 
the security deposit be applied to her last 
month’s rent.  The landlord filed an 
unlawful detainer action against her, and 
she signed a judgment stipulation 
agreeing to pay $50 each month to satisfy 
the final month’s rent.  In the interim, the 
landlord refused to return her security 
deposit, and she won an in pro per small 
claims judgment against him for her 
deposit.  The landlord’s attorney then 
refused her monthly payments and would 
not agree to apply the judgment toward 
the satisfaction of her debt owed to the 
landlord.  The landlord’s attorney is now 
personally contacting her current landlord 
and demanding that he give the former 
landlord her new security deposit.  Client 
is afraid she is going to loose her current 
home because of this matter. 
qtu@publiclawcenter.org  
 
Collections, PLC 07-1011081.
Client is being held responsible for an 
$11,756.51 debt arising from an accident 
in August 2005.  The police report clearly 
stated that neither party was at fault.  Yet, 
the other party in the accident filed an 
insurance claim with their insurance 
company.  Insurance company paid the 
other party and is going after the client for 
reimbursement.  Client believes that the 
insurance company paid more on the 
claim than the car is worth. 
qtu@publiclawcenter.org  
 
Collections w/ Litigation, PLC 07-
1011685.
Client seeks help determining why she is 
being sued by a collections company. 

mailto:gmcgaha@publiclawcenter.org?subject=Workers%20Compensation,%20PLC%2007-1010532.
mailto:gmcgaha@publiclawcenter.org?subject=Workers%20Compensation,%20PLC%2007-1010532.
mailto:gmcgaha@publiclawcenter.org
mailto:qtu@publiclawcenter.org?subject=Contracts/Car%20Repossession,%20PLC%2007-1011386.
mailto:qtu@publiclawcenter.org?subject=Contracts/Car%20Repossession,%20PLC%2007-1011386.
mailto:qtu@publiclawcenter.org
mailto:qtu@publiclawcenter.org?subject=Collections,%20PLC%2007-1011618.
mailto:qtu@publiclawcenter.org
mailto:qtu@publiclawcenter.org?subject=Collections,%20PLC%2007-1011081.
mailto:qtu@publiclawcenter.org
mailto:qtu@publiclawcenter.org?subject=Collections%20w/%20Litigation,%20PLC%2007-1011685.
mailto:qtu@publiclawcenter.org?subject=Collections%20w/%20Litigation,%20PLC%2007-1011685.


 

PLC Case Referral List 
Page 4 of 7 

Client purchased a computer in 2001 over 
the phone on an installment payment 
plan.  Her monthly payments were 
roughly $75.  A year and a half later, she 
entered into a second installment 
payment plan with the computer company 
for additional hardware.  Her monthly 
payments for this loan are estimated to 
be $34.  From the beginning, she 
experienced problems with them.  First, 
they sent her the wrong, non-functioning 
equipment.  She was unable to use the 
entire computer system. Their technicians 
acknowledged the computer system was 
a faulty; however, they told her that their 
policy only allowed them to fix equipment 
one piece at a time.  Additionally, they 
charged her late fees from the beginning, 
although she was never late in making 
any payments.  While disputing these 
charges, she continued to pay her 
monthly bills.  She even received a letter 
from them acknowledging that she had 
paid off the first loan.  OFFERS 
LITIGATION EXPERIENCE 
qtu@publiclawcenter.org  
 
 

CHILD CUSTODY, DIVORCE AND 
PATERNITY 

 
Custody, PLC 07-1011579. 
Client is a 41 year-old monolingual 
Spanish-speaking mother who seeks 
custody of her two year-old son who lives 
with her. Client was served with an Order 
to Show Cause requesting joint legal 
custody from the father of the child.  
Client currently shares sole physical 
custody of the son with father. Client 
objected to the physical custody order 
father sought at the first hearing. Mother 
seeks assistance at the November 
hearing.  PLC can provide an interpreter if 
necessary.  
cholton@publiclawcenter.org
 
 

Custody/Visitation, PLC 07-1011555. 
Client is a 31 year-old mother who seeks 
help establishing a safe, viable visitation 
order for the father.  The father has 
suffered from recurring problems with 
drug addiction in the past, but recently 
completed a drug program and tested 
negative.  He has monitored visitation 
with his son. In 2005, client won a 
restraining order against father which 
expires in March of 2008.  Son was 
included in the restraining order. Client is 
concerned over father’s possible 
unsupervised visitations in future 
hearings.  Client wishes to have an 
attorney represent her at future hearings.  
Her next hearing is December 5, 2007.  
cholton@publiclawcenter.org
 
Custody, PLC 07-1011617. 

Client is a 28 year-old 
mother who seeks to 
establish court ordered 
custody and visitation for 
her 1 year-old daughter.  

Biological father has inflicted 
domestic violence on her.  
She, however, does not have 
a restraining order in place 

against father.  Mother believes father’s 
violent behavior reflects mental illness. 
Mother speaks limited English.  PLC can 
provide an interpreter if necessary. 
cholton@publiclawcenter.org
 
Divorce, PLC 07-1012044. 
Client is a 36 year-old monolingual 
Spanish-speaking woman who seeks 
assistance obtaining a divorce from her 
husband of eight years. She is a victim of 
domestic violence, and her husband is 
presently incarcerated as punishment for 
his violent behavior.  The couple has four 
children.  Client wishes to win sole legal 
and physical custody of the minors.  
There are no community assets or debts. 
PLC can provide an interpreter if 
necessary. 
cholton@publiclawcenter.org

mailto:qtu@publiclawcenter.org
mailto:cholton@publiclawcenter.org?subject=Custody,%20PLC%2007-1011579.%20
mailto:cholton@publiclawcenter.org
mailto:cholton@publiclawcenter.org?subject=Custody/Visitation,%20PLC%2007-1011555.%20
mailto:cholton@publiclawcenter.org
mailto:cholton@publiclawcenter.org?subject=Custody,%20PLC%2007-1011617.%20
mailto:cholton@publiclawcenter.org
mailto:cholton@publiclawcenter.org?subject=Divorce,%20PLC%2007-1012044.%20
mailto:cholton@publiclawcenter.org
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Divorce, PLC 07-1011669.
Client is a 48 year-old monolingual 
Spanish-speaking woman who seeks 
help obtaining dissolution of her 
marriage. In 1992, client separated from 
her husband and obtained a restraining 
order. The couple’s three children are 
adults. There is no community property or 
community debt.  Client believes her 
husband will respond to a dissolution 
petition.  PLC can provide an interpreter if 
necessary. 
cholton@publiclawcenter.org
 
Divorce, PLC 07-1011437.   
Client is a 40 year-old woman who seeks 
help obtaining dissolution of her marriage. 
In March 2007, client filed her petition for 
dissolution, and husband filed a 
response.  Client needs help tracing and 
dividing assets.  The disputed property 
includes a pension plan, bank accounts, 
and a home.  Husband has been 
spending money from the bank accounts 
in violation of restraining orders. 
Community debts are unknown. 
cholton@publiclawcenter.org
 
Divorce, PLC 07-1011304.
Client seeks help obtaining dissolution of 
her marriage. Client and her husband 
have an 11 year-old child, and client is 
particularly concerned about custody and 
visitation issues.  Client wants her child to 
have access to healthcare, but due to her 
husband’s religious beliefs, she is worried 
that he will restrict any forms of modern 
medicine. Property issues are non-
existent. 
cholton@publiclawcenter.org
 
Divorce, PLC 07-1011576.
Client is a 36 year-old woman who seeks 
help finalizing her dissolution from her 
husband. Client filed her response to 
husband’s petition for dissolution on 
August 16, 2007.  She also completed 
and filed her preliminary declaration of 
disclosure with an income and expense 

declaration and a schedule of debts and 
assets.  Father lives out of state, and the 
couple’s three children live with mother. 
Mother alleges father suffers from drug 
addictions for which he has been treated 
on-and-off over the years.  Mother seeks 
sole legal and physical custody of the 
children.  There are no community 
assets.  Community debts exist in the 
form of credit card debt and payments on 
a vehicle. 
cholton@publiclawcenter.org
 
Paternity, PLC 07-10117871.
Client is a 23 year-old male who 
would like to have visitation with 
his thirteen month-old son.  He 
and the mother of the child 
never married.  He has spoken 
with the mother about arranging 
visitations with his child, but she 
will not allow him to him.  
cholton@publiclawcenter.org
 
 

CONSERVATORSHIP 
 
Conservatorship, PLC 07-1011530. 
Client is a monolingual Farsi-speaking 
mother who seeks help establishing 
conservatorship over her adult son who 
has Downs Syndrome.  Client is 
concerned that her estranged husband 
may try to remove the son from a facility 
where he is currently receiving good care.  
Client can provide an interpreter if  
necessary. 
gmcgaha@publiclawcenter.org
 
 

BANKRUPTCY 
 
Bankruptcy, PLC 07-1010804. 
Client and her husband make 
approximately $2,200 per month from 
employment.  She has approximately 
$40,000 of debt from credit cards and a 
repossessed vehicle.  She has at least 
one judgment against her and is 

mailto:cholton@publiclawcenter.org?subject=Divorce,%20PLC%2007-1011669.
mailto:cholton@publiclawcenter.org
mailto:cholton@publiclawcenter.org?subject=Divorce,%20PLC%2007-1011437.%20
mailto:cholton@publiclawcenter.org
mailto:cholton@publiclawcenter.org?subject=Divorce,%20PLC%2007-1011304.
mailto:cholton@publiclawcenter.org
mailto:cholton@publiclawcenter.org?subject=Divorce,%20PLC%2007-1011576.
mailto:cholton@publiclawcenter.org
mailto:cholton@publiclawcenter.org?subject=Paternity,%20PLC%2007-10117871.
mailto:cholton@publiclawcenter.org
mailto:gmcgaha@publiclawcenter.org?subject=Conservatorship,%20PLC%2007-1011530.%20
mailto:gmcgaha@publiclawcenter.org
mailto:qtu@publiclawcenter.org?subject=Bankruptcy,%20PLC%2007-1010804.
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concerned that her wages will be 
garnished.  Client is a monolingual 
Spanish-speaker, but PLC can provide a 
translator if necessary.  
qtu@publiclawcenter.org  
 
Bankruptcy, PLC 07-1011602. 
Client and her husband filed for 
bankruptcy approximately 13 years ago, 
but have accumulated approximately 
$30,000 of debt, largely on credit cards.  
Because they are both legally blind, they 
are constantly in need of help reading 
their mail and paying their bills.  Most of 
their income is from SSI and they live in a 
mobile home. 
qtu@publiclawcenter.org
 
Bankruptcy, PLC 07-1011696.
Client is approximately $23,000 
in debt and cannot continue to 
make payments on her credit cards since 
she is disabled with a spinal injury, carpel 
tunnel syndrome, and other injuries to her 
fingers.  She has applied for disability 
benefits.   
qtu@publiclawcenter.org  
 
Bankruptcy, PLC 07-1011349.
Client is a mechanic.  Four years ago, his 
wife divorced him, and in an attempt to 
“win back” his family, he started his own 
windshield/glass repair business; 
however, his business failed four months 
later and he now has over $50,000 in 
debt associated with his business.  His 
ex-wife has custody of the children and 
he has been ordered to pay $1100 a 
month in child support.  He has only had 
temporary jobs and has not been able to 
pay his bills for six months or child  
support for three months. 
qtu@publiclawcenter.org  
 
Bankruptcy, PLC 07-1011056. 
Client is a monolingual Spanish-speaking 
mother of two.  When she and her 
husband separated several years ago, he 
took the vehicle, which was in her name 

(he was co-signor).  He refused to 
relinquish it to her but did not continue to 
make payments, so it was repossessed. 
Client also has two credit cards.  Client 
elected not to have the debts allocated 
through her divorce, which is almost 
finalized.  She currently works and would 
like to file bankruptcy to prevent a future 
wage garnishment. PLC will provide an 
interpreter if necessary.  
qtu@publiclawcenter.org  
 
Bankruptcy, PLC 07-1011310.
Client is a woman emerging from 
homelessness who seeks assistance 
filing for bankruptcy.  She has 

approximately $35,000 in debt, 
$20,000 of which is from student 
loans. 
qtu@publiclawcenter.org  
 

Bankruptcy, PLC 07-1011297.
Client’s limited income is mostly going to 
rent and a car payment on a ten year-old 
Toyota Camry. Since he could not make 
payments on his credit cards, he received 
a consolidation loan, which he also 
cannot afford.  He owes approximately 
$20,000. 
qtu@publiclawcenter.org  
 
Bankruptcy, PLC 07-1011296.
Monolingual Vietnamese-speaking client 
has limited income from employment and 
approximately $29,000 in credit card 
debt.  She owns a car and a mobile 
home, but is having a difficult time making 
payments due to her other debts. Her 
main concern is keeping her home.  PLC 
can provide an interpreter if necessary.  
qtu@publiclawcenter.org  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

mailto:qtu@publiclawcenter.org?subject=Bankruptcy,%20PLC%2007-1010804.
mailto:qtu@publiclawcenter.org?subject=Bankruptcy,%20PLC%2007-1011602.
mailto:qtu@publiclawcenter.org
mailto:qtu@publiclawcenter.org?subject=Bankruptcy,%20PLC%20File%2007-1011696.
mailto:qtu@publiclawcenter.org
mailto:qtu@publiclawcenter.org?subject=Bankruptcy,%20PLC%2007-1011349.
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mailto:qtu@publiclawcenter.org?subject=Bankruptcy,%20PLC%2007-1011056.
mailto:qtu@publiclawcenter.org
mailto:qtu@publiclawcenter.org?subject=Bankruptcy,%20PLC%2007-1011310.
mailto:qtu@publiclawcenter.org
mailto:qtu@publiclawcenter.org?subject=Bankruptcy,%20PLC%2007-1011297.
mailto:qtu@publiclawcenter.org
mailto:qtu@publiclawcenter.org?subject=Bankruptcy,%20PLC%2007-1011296.
mailto:qtu@publiclawcenter.org
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Many Thanks to Our 
Volunteer Attorneys  

 
Thank you for taking cases and for 
helping out with trainings, at our 

office, and at clinics. 
 

Abby Lloyd 
Alexandra D. Montgomery 

Alison Ryan 
Allen Terrence 

Anavim Rod 
Andrew Dolak 
Andrew Wong 

Arash Samadani 
Aron Rofer 

Bernadette Stafford 
Bradley Erdosi 

Brenna Kantrovitz 
Brian Bark 
Brian Mills 

Bruce Boice 
Bryan E. Smith 

Carolyn Deverich 
Cary Sullivan 
Chris Andal 

Christina Dallen 
Claudette Kunzman 
Dan VanHorn-Heath 

David Krinsky 
Deb Arbabi 

Donald Morow 
Donna Wolf 

Erik Greupner 
Eva Weiler 

Heather Hua 
Iraida Oliva 

James Callister 
Jeanne Thomas 
Jesse Randolph 
Jessica Duncan 
Jessica Johnson 

Jill Sperber 
Jillean Allen 
Julie McCoy 

Katrina Robson 
Ken Glowacki 

Kevin Babikian 
Kurt Eggert 

Lauren Clairicia 
Linda Frieder 
Mani Dabiri 

Mike Symons 
Noelle Minto 

Paul E. Stamant 
Richard Heston 

Rod Anavim 
Ryan Allison 
Scott French 
Scott Hatch 
Scott Shaw 

Scott Siamas 
Shannon Dwyer 
Steve Livingston 

Steve Rice 
Steven Simons 
Susan A. Blush 

Susan Lindenberg 
Terry Allen 
Tina Wang 
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